
 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Goals and Preparation 

for  

WYD Seoul 2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WYD Seoul 2027 Local Organizing Committee (LOC) 



(Prayer for the Youth) 

Prayer for the preparation of World Youth Day Seoul 2027 

○  Loving Father of all young people, 

    help those whom you created in your image 

   come to know the love that led you to give your only Son. 

 

●  Give them the grace of meeting Jesus Christ 

    so that they may love all they meet in their lives. 

 

○  Gather the young people you so love into your Church, 

    led by the Holy Spirit, 

    so they can experience your mercy. 

 

●  Help us be with them in their struggles and pain, 

    welcome them into the Church, 

    and accompany them in the work of spreading the gospel. 

 

◎  Just as you saved the world through the cross and resurrection of your Son, 

    use WYD Seoul 2027 to rekindle the flames of their faith, 

    renew your Church and the world, 

    and spread the gospel to the ends of the earth. Amen. 

 

†  Holy Mary, patron of the Catholic Church in Korea, 

◎  pray for our young people. 

†  All the martyrs and saints of Korea, 

◎  pray for us. 

January 23, 2024 

Approved by Peter Archbishop Chung 
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Message from the President of the 

WYD Seoul 2027 Local Organizing Committee 
 

 

“Take courage! I have overcome the world." (John 16:33)  
 

  The late Pope Francis proclaimed the words, “Take courage! I have overcome the world” 

(Jn 16:33) as the theme for World Youth Day (WYD) Seoul 2027. These words were spoken 

by Jesus to His disciples at the Last Supper, just before He fulfilled the salvific mission 

entrusted to Him by God. Washing His disciples' feet and showing them the fullness of His 

love, Jesus desired His disciples to love one another as He had shown them. Along with 

this tangible example of love, Jesus left His disciples with a final teaching: although they 

would face suffering, they should not yield to the world, but take courage and live out 

love. 
 

These words do not describe a false hope that ignores or denies the suffering of reality. 

To understand the true meaning of the “courage” that Jesus offers—the courage to 

overcome the world—we must first understand why He spoke these words. The Lord says, 

“I have told you this so that you might have peace in me” (Jn 16:33). So we must ask: what 

is this “peace” that can only be found in Him?  
 

Earlier in His farewell discourse, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you” (Jn 14:27). To find a sense of security, some 

people accumulate wealth, while others strive for status or power. People are pushed into 

endless competition and the vulnerable are often excluded in this quest. But peace attained 

in such a way is no more than a temporary sense of security—it is not true peace. Those 

who win over their competitors still suffer from constant anxiety, while those who fall 

behind live in even greater loss and alienation. 
 

The peace that Jesus speaks of is granted to those who walk in the direction of truth. 

When we understand how meaningful it is to walk the path of truth, we embrace the 

courage to resist falsehood and injustice. As such, to enjoy the genuine peace that the 

Lord offers, we must remain in Him. Not through fleeting or superficial encounters, but 

through true communion-by listening not to just His words, but also perceiving His heart 

and His will. For this reason, Pope Benedict XVI said, “Being a Christian is not the result of 

an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives 

life a new horizon and a decisive direction” (Deus Caritas Est, 1). Pope Francis likewise 



encouraged us to encounter the Lord, saying, “I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very 

moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to 

letting Him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day” (Evangelii 

Gaudium, 3).  
 

It is only within this encounter with Jesus that we can come to completely and clearly 

understand the love of God revealed through Him. With the power of that love, we are 

able to overcome all suffering and trials. In doing so, we come to receive the true peace 

that Jesus offers.  
 

In this light, the theme of WYD Seoul 2027 serves as a source of great consolation and 

strength not only for young Christians living in today’s world, but for all Christians. If we 

have a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, experience the love of God through Him, 

believe in that love, and live it out, we will enjoy the peace that comes from Jesus Christ, 

who is the Truth. 
 

Above all, to the young people who are especially loved by Jesus, I would like to say: let 

us unite with Him and be reborn as missionaries full of courage to overcome the world. 

Let us draw closer to God, who has given us life, who breathes vitality into our lives, and 

who loves us more than anything—let us go together to His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

WYD Seoul 2027 is not simply an international gathering or a pastoral event. It is a new 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit granted by God to rekindle our faith, and a journey of 

salvation to once again experience the love of God that empowers us to fight against all 

forms of evil that distance us from Him. It is a moment where the young people who will 

lead this new era gather not only for personal salvation but for the renewal of society, and 

proclaim Christ, who is the Truth, so that the world created by God may become ever more 

beautiful. Therefore, in Jesus Christ and in the young people beloved by Him, let us gain 

new strength and courage to overcome all darkness in the world. With Jesus Christ, who 

has overcome the world, we too can overcome all things. Amen. 

 

March 19, 2025 

 

Peter Soon-Taick CHUNG, O.C.D. 

Archbishop of Seoul  

President, WYD Seoul 2027 LOC 

  



Introduction 
 

 

This booklet has been prepared to present the spiritual goals and plans we are pursuing 

through WYD Seoul 2027, as well as the pastoral activities planned to realize them. The 

contents are organized as follows: 

 

Chapter 1 outlines the goals and spiritual values based on the theme of WYD Seoul 2027. 

It aims to present the intentions and rationale of the Church in hosting WYD Seoul 2027, 

and to explore its core values, spirit, and meaning. 

 

Chapter 2 introduces the specific spiritual values proclaimed through WYD Seoul 2027. 

While the Church upholds many important values, WYD Seoul 2027 has chosen three core 

values under its official verse, “Take courage! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

These values are truth, love, and peace and are especially relevant to both Korean society 

today and the wider global community. We seek to proclaim and spread these values by 

grounding them in Korea’s unique spiritual heritage. Each core value is accompanied by a 

motto and supporting themes, which are explored in detail in this chapter to present the 

evangelical values to which we are called to witness. 

 

Chapter 3 outlines the preparation, key objectives, and action plans for both the 

preparatory process and World Youth Day itself based on the spiritual vision. It explains 

how the nine supporting themes introduced in Chapter 2 will be implemented step by step 

and clarifies the goals and plans for each activity. This chapter seeks to demonstrate how 

the unique spirit of WYD Seoul 2027 can be practically embodied throughout the 

preparatory journey and during the event itself. 

 

Through this booklet, we hope to reaffirm the essential spiritual values we are called to 

pursue through WYD Seoul 2027 and offer meaningful guidance for implementing them in 

pastoral settings. 
  



1. Goals and Spiritual Values of WYD Seoul 

2027 
 

 

1.1. Goals of WYD Seoul 2027 

 

Many people have called World Youth Day (WYD) “the most beautiful invention of Saint 

John Paul II.” Yet the Pope once attributed its origin not to himself, but to the young 

people of the world, affirming that the young people were the ones who invented WYD. 

So how did this incredible journey begin? Let’s take a brief look. 

 

From 1983 to 1984, the Church observed an extraordinary Jubilee Year to mark the 

1,950th anniversary of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. As part of the Jubilee 

celebrations, Saint John Paul II proposed a special gathering of young people on Palm 

Sunday. The plan was modest—maybe 60,000 attendees. But the response was 

overwhelming: over 250,000 young people showed up, filling Rome with joy and faith. 

 

Then, in 1985, the United Nations proclaimed the “International Year of Youth.” In 

response, Saint John Paul II once again invited young people to Rome on Palm Sunday to 

show the Church’s special concern for the new generation. This time, over 300,000 young 

people responded. They spent time in prayer in churches across the city, attended 

catechesis sessions, and ultimately gathered with the Pope for Mass in St. Peter’s Square. 

 

After these two events, questions arose: Why was there such a strong response? What 

were the young people seeking? As Saint John Paul II reflected, he was inspired with an 

insight. 

 

He believed young people want to meet each other, to share their experiences and listen 

to words of faith. They were looking to the future and felt a strong desire to firmly establish 

and renew their commitments. 

 

It was with this in mind that he established World Youth Day in 1985, designating it to 

be celebrated on Palm Sunday and asking the local Churches to commemorate it 

accordingly. Saint John Paul II explained the reason for establishing it on this day during 



his homily. 

 

"The response is given by all of you who have been coming to Rome on 

pilgrimage for many years precisely to celebrate this day [...]. Does this not mean 

perhaps that you yourselves are searching for Christ at the heart of his mystery? 

You are seeking it in the fullness of the truth which is Christ himself in the history 

of humankind." 

(Homily of Saint John Paul II, Palm Sunday Mass, 3rd World Youth Day, March 

27, 1988) 

 

 
Saint John Paul II greeting young participants at WYD in Częstochowa, Poland, 1992 (CNS file photo) 

 

Later, on November 22, 2020, at the conclusion of the Mass for the Solemnity of Christ 

the King, Pope Francis announced that, beginning in 2021, WYD would no longer be 

celebrated on Palm Sunday but on the Solemnity of Christ the King—the last Sunday of 

the liturgical year. Rooted in this tradition, local Churches now celebrate WYD each year at 

the diocesan level and, every three to four years, young people from around the world 

gather with the Holy Father for the international celebration. 

 

Within this historical journey, we can discover the true meaning and purpose of WYD.  

 

First, WYD is not a one-time event—it is a journey of accompaniment with the youth of 

this era. It is a sign of unity and a proclamation of hope. Through WYD, young people from 

every region of the world—each belonging to the universal Church—rediscover the 

meaning of faith and take part in the Church’s mission. They reaffirm their Christian identity 



and go forth as missionaries into the world. Even if they are not physically in the same 

place, Christian youth remain united in spirit, attuned to the spirituality of the Church. 

 

Second, WYD is not exclusively for Christians. Through the joyful prayers, praise, and 

faith-filled lives of young believers, non-Christians are drawn to reflect on the essential 

goals of human life—true happiness and eternal hope. Amid the many beautiful things that 

the world offers, they are prompted to consider what truly brings joy to the human heart. 

This is not about religious conversion, but rather an inner stirring that invites reflection on 

the common good, the meaning of life, and the value of love. 

 

The Church hopes that young people, inspired by this spirit, will come to realize that the 

true value of life is found in love. Amid the many difficult realities that surround us, may 

the fragrance of Christ spread through the witness of lives rooted in the truth that the 

strength to endure comes from hope and love. 

 

 

1.2. Spiritual Values for WYD Seoul 2027: A Theological Justification 

 

The fact that WYD is not a mere event, but a continuous spiritual movement, raises the 

following question.   

 

"Where do the values and vision of WYD truly come from?"  

 

Jesus Christ himself lived a youthful life and made the time of youth holy. Moreover, 

during his public life, he often met with young people and showed them the merciful God; 

he called and accompanied them so they could identify what a truly valuable life was and 

choose to live a full life (Mk 10:13-16; Mt 19:16-26; Lk 7:11-17). Following the path of God, 

the Catholic Church confesses that Jesus loves young people wherever and whenever, and 

will always invite them to follow his eternal youth.  

 

Young people search for truth and freedom, passionately love and receive love in order 

to live a meaningful life, devote themselves to their dreams, and develop their personalities. 

On this journey, Jesus mercifully gives them power, courage, and wisdom to discover and 

live fulfilling lives. For this reason, youth is God's grace and gift. It is possible to 

meaninglessly waste one's youth, but when the young take in God's grace with a grateful 



heart and try to bear fruit in grace, youth truly becomes a gift which leads to a fulfilled life. 

Apostle Paul had a recommendation for young people. 

 

"Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set an example for those who 

believe, in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity." 

(1 Timothy 4:12) 

 

However, nowadays, young people are confronted with countless temptations and crises. 

"A change in attitudes and in human structures frequently calls accepted values into 

question, especially among young people" (Gaudium et Spes, 7). The young these days are 

exposed to numerous temptations and pain and encounter various forms of crises. This 

reality is described well in Christus Vivit, the apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis, who 

listened carefully to the voices of young people and expressed their anguish and sorrow in 

the document. The lives of young people are sacrificed imprudently for not only religious 

but also racial, financial, and political reasons, and they are suffering from various forms of 

social ostracism and isolation. Political and economic institutions based on selfishness and 

neoliberalism cause wars and trade disputes, creating new types of violence and unrest 

that threaten the human community, especially the young generation, without ever 

addressing inequality. Modern culture also pressures young people, who are in the process 

of forming proper values, to live according to a distorted value system, one that places 

lesser values above those that are universally recognized as important. This phenomenon 

is becoming more pronounced due to the digital culture that has a profound effect on the 

anthropological foundation of communicating and forming relationships with oneself and 

others, as well as the way we understand time, space, and the world. Although these are 

positive results from the new phenomena of modern culture, it is also true that the present 

generation is going through a new crisis. 

 

Considering this reality, WYD should not be a religious event only targeting young 

Catholics. "As a Church, may we never fail to weep before these tragedies of our young" 

(Christus Vivit, 75). The Catholic Church should share the happiness and sorrow of all young 

people living today, carefully listen to their concerns and anguish, show them how to live 

a truly human life, and proclaim that there is hope. In this sense, it is only natural to 

consider how to share and implement Gospel-based universal spiritual values with the 

younger generation through WYD. 
  

Through WYD Seoul 2027, the Catholic Church seeks to proclaim the essence of humanity 



and the universal values for humans and communities contained in the two-thousand-year-

old Christian faith and tradition, especially as a response to the human and spiritual crisis 

facing the whole human race today. To that end, we propose the following universal 

spiritual values, grounded in Jesus Christ and his teachings, who is the model of true 

humanity as taught and professed in Sacred Scripture. These spiritual values are not only 

found in the Catholic Church in Korea, but are also reflected in the dynamism and originality 

that characterize Korea’s growing prominence across various fields. 
  



2. Spiritual Values Declared through WYD Seoul 2027 

Theme 
  

“Take courage! I have overcome the world." (John 16:33) 

 ▼ 

  
Vision 

Universal spiritual values proposed by the Holy Father and young Catholics 

around the world—values that embody the dignity of the human person rooted 

in the Gospel, overcome various crises, pursue the common good, and build a 

life-giving human community—are offered to all young people living in today’s 

world. 

 ▼ 

Core 
Value 

Truth Love Peace 

Motto 

Truth overcomes all 

forms of lies 
Love respects all creation 

Peace confronts all forms 

of violence 

"The courage to seek 

the truth" 
"The courage to practice 

love" 
"The courage to build 

peace" 

                   

Support
ing 

Theme 
Faith 

Martyr-
dom 

Mission Life Family Ecology 
Recon-
ciliation Justice 

Common 
Good 

 ▲ 

Minist
ry 

Encounter Mission Pilgrimage Pastoral 

Embodying spiritual values of WYD through synodal conversion and attitude 

Ministry 

Supporting 
Theme 



2.1. Spiritual Values 

 

1) Truth 

 

The task of appropriating and expressing our identity does not always prove easy, 

however, since - being sinners - we will always be tempted by the spirit of the 

world, which shows itself in a variety of ways. (...) One is the deceptive light of 

relativism, which obscures the splendor of truth and, shaking the earth beneath 

our feet, pulls us toward the shifting sands of confusion and despair. It is a 

temptation which nowadays also affects Christian communities, causing people to 

forget that in a world of rapid and disorienting change, “there is much that is 

unchanging, much that has its ultimate foundation in Christ, who is the same 

yesterday, and today, and forever” (Gaudium et Spes, 10; cf. Heb 13:8). Here I am 

not speaking about relativism merely as a system of thought, but about that 

everyday practical relativism which almost imperceptibly saps our sense of identity.  
(Address of Pope Francis, Meeting with the Bishops of Asia, August 17, 2014) 

 

 Relativism is a way of thinking that asserts all values are relative and that judgments 

concerning what is good or true may vary according to various standards. This relativism, 

grounded in pluralistic values, allows emotions and personal beliefs to outweigh objective 

facts, giving rise to the phenomenon of "post-truth" and fostering all manner of falsehood. 

At times, even Christians, under the guise of love and understanding, concede too much, 

tolerate too many things, and fall into silence within a relativistic framework. In this regard, 

Gaudium et Spes teaches that "(r)espect and love ought to be extended also to those who 

think or act differently than we do in social, political or religious matters" and yet clearly 

affirms that "[t]his love and good will, to be sure, must in no way render us indifferent to 

truth and goodness" (28). Along the same lines, Saint John Paul II, in his encyclical Veritatis 

Splendor, which lays out the foundations of the Church's moral teaching, offers a resolute 

rejection of relativism: Men and women "'exchang[e] the truth of God for a lie' (Rom 1:25). 

Man's capacity to know the truth is also darkened, and his will to submit to it is weakened. 

Thus, giving himself over to relativism and scepticism (cf. Jn 18:38), he goes off in search 

of an illusory freedom apart from truth itself" (Veritatis Splendor, 1).  

 

WYD Seoul 2027 seeks to walk with young people in a world overwhelmed by lies, 

listening attentively to their stories, and accompanying them in discerning true values-so 



that they may courageously choose to live in truth. 

 

Therefore, the following three supporting themes were drawn from the core value of 

truth: faith, martyrdom, and mission. The following section explains the supporting themes 

of this value. 

 

[Motto] Truth overcomes all forms of lies  

"The Courage to Seek the Truth"  

 

[1-1: Faith] 

 

- The aim is not merely to present "faith" as a religious concept, but to invite young 

people to encounter Jesus Christ as the model of "true humanity." We hope young 

people are encouraged to discover truth through this encounter with Christ, are 

thereby drawn to the beauty of Christ who is the Truth, and find the courage to live 

in witness to the truth, choosing it in their daily lives. 

- We also seek to reflect on and rediscover the dynamic and freely chosen faith of the 

early Korean Catholic faithful, who encountered Christ and bore witness to the truth 

even unto death. 

 

① Reflect: Contemplate the lives and faith of the early Catholics in Korea 
   

② Witness: Discern how these early believers resisted the structural falsehoods of their 

time and sought to live out the truth they discovered in faith 

 

③ Yield: A faithful embodiment of the truth found in Jesus Christ today, modeled after 

the lives of Korea’s first believers 
   

  - Re-examination of how the early ancestors of the Korean Catholic Church discovered 

and lived out the truth of the faith through various forms of education, experience, 

and evangelization  

  - Wisdom to discern the truth amid the confusion of today and courage to pursue it 

by recalling the lives and witness of the early Korean Catholics 

 

 



[1-2: Martyrdom] 

 

The Catholic Church confesses that martyrdom, which is the willingness to lay down one's 

life for the sake of preserving the faith and bearing witness to the truth, is "an 

exceptional gift and [...] the fullest proof of love" (Lumen Gentium, 42). In light of this, 

we will reexamine the witness of the Korean martyrs who testified to a faith that 

transcends death and proclaim the true hope that endures not only in this life but also 

into eternal life. 
  

 ① Reflect: Inculturate, modernize, and increase recognition of martyrdom as the highest 

testimony to truth 
  

 ② Witness: Actualize the call to a "white martyrdom" in the life of believers today 
  

 ③ Yield: Global proclamation, in contemporary and accessible terms, of the meaning 

and hope to be found in a life that conquers death 

 

  - Opportunity to contemplate truth and how we might live it out practically while 

sharing the journey together as a community  

  - Increase in courage to resist falsehood and live pursuing truth in the midst of 

everyday life  

 

 

[1-3: Mission] 

 

- The aim of this supporting theme is not to expand the Church in religious terms, but 

to create positive transformation in the world itself through evangelization, rooted in 

the core spirit of the Gospel. It includes influencing human values, judgments, 

ideologies, lifestyles, social cultures, and systems. 

-For the Church to evangelize the world from within, it is first necessary for the Church 

itself and Christians to be evangelized and transformed by following the Gospel. 

- Within the context of Korea's religiously diverse society, we are called to reflect on the 

true role of religion and from that reflection seek dialogue and cooperation with people 

of other faiths. 

 

① Reflect: Reflect personally and communally, internally and externally, on the barriers 



that hinder the evangelization of the world and reform them 

 

② Witness: Implement personal and communal efforts to become missionaries who 

proclaim the Gospel through their authentic lives and are filled with the 

courage to overcome the world  

 

③ Yield: Establishment and implementation of concrete goals and plans for how the 

Catholic Church might fulfill its role in Korean society, both before and after 

WYD Seoul 2027 

 

  - Diagnosis and discernment of the various ideologies and cultural currents that stand 

in opposition to the truth, as well as new ways of proclaiming the truth as missionary 

disciples   

  - Establishment of personal and communal paths of action, based on the experience 

and fruits of WYD Seoul 2027, aimed at transforming society into one that actively 

seeks truth  



2) Love 

 

Human beings are so made that they cannot live, develop, and find fulfillment 

except in the sincere gift of self to others. Nor can they fully know themselves apart 

from an encounter with other persons: "I communicate effectively with myself only 

insofar as I communicate with others." No one can experience the true beauty of 

life without relating to others, without having real faces to love. This is part of the 

mystery of authentic human existence. "Life exists where there is bonding, 

communion, fraternity; and life is stronger than death when it is built on true 

relationships and bonds of fidelity. On the contrary, there is no life when we claim 

to be self-sufficient and live as islands: in these attitudes, death prevails."  

(Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 87)  

 

Love is not a value exclusive to the Church, but a universal value pursued by all humanity. 

Love is the most fundamental of human emotions and arises when we perceive the 

counterpart as worthy of value. Love can be broadly classified into three types: hedonistic 

or sentimental love (amor complacentiae), which remains at the level of pleasure and 

sentiment; self-interested love (amor concupiscentiae), which focuses on one's own good 

and happiness; and benevolent love (amor benevolentiae), which values the good of the 

other and seeks the preservation and flourishing of all things. The kind of love we pursue 

determines not only our individual life but also the direction of society as a whole. In 

present times, marked by materialism, scientism, and egocentrism, love has often become 

either sentimental or self-centered. This distorted love often takes on violent and 

exclusionary forms that defend only specific groups or individuals and ultimately leads to 

nihilistic outcomes. In response, the Catholic Church proclaims benevolent love, or a 

universal and perfect love, based on the twofold commandment of love of God and 

neighbor first proclaimed by Jesus Christ (cf. Matthew 22:37-40) and then made manifest 

in his sacrifice on the cross.  

 

Thus, the second core value is love, with the supporting themes being life, family, and 

ecology. These are key topics that have emerged as essential values in contemporary 

society. By reflecting on and practicing the supporting themes, young people today will be 

able to proclaim and bear witness to God's benevolent love. The following section explains 

the supporting themes of this value. 

 



[Motto] Love respects all creation  

"The Courage to Practice Love"  

 

[2-1: Life] 

 

  - Saint John Paul II, in his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, described the various 

unprecedented threats to life in modern society as a "culture of death." He stated that the 

root of this culture and its underlying sins lies in a distorted notion of freedom-one that 

asserts individual rights without bonds of solidarity or connection with others and is far 

removed from the truth and objective good. Accordingly, young people of the Catholic 

Church are called to discern whether they have unconsciously become complicit in this 

culture of death. They must also proclaim and bear witness to the hope and value of a 

culture of life that transcends this deadly distortion's often unrecognized influence. 

 

① Reflect: Discern the specific manifestations of the culture of death in modern society, 

especially the objectification and artificial manipulation of life in all its forms, 

in order to rediscover the proper meaning and value of life  

 

② Witness: Accompany young people who suffer from various forms of physical and 

psychological pain  

         - Go beyond simply proclaiming the importance of life by remembering, 

praying for, and sharing in the suffering of young people 

 

③ Yield: Resistance to social coercion that exploits youth and promotes a distorted 

understanding of sexuality and accompaniment of those suffering from various 

forms of addiction born from such coercion  

 

  - Reflection on and application of true freedom through communication of the Christian 

ethical perspective in ways that resonate with young people's thinking, language, and 

models of expression 

  - Analysis of distorted ethical values pursued by individuals and society today and the 

ability of young people to critically discern the distortions through the lens of 

Christianity so they may actively overcome the culture of death and live fully 
   

 



[2-2: Family] 

 

- Considering the many crises faced by families in modern society, we work to reflect on 

the true meaning of the family and manifest that meaning in concrete ways. In 

particular, we share and proclaim Gospel values so families may learn to love each 

other. 

- We bear witness to the efforts of love among members of families who take the Holy 

Family as a model. 

 

① Reflect: Accompany young people experiencing family crises (Understand the crises 

faced by the various family structures of modern society and help young 

people embody the true meaning, value, and happiness of family) 

 

② Witness: Foster communion and love among family members and across generations 

 

③ Yield: Concrete suggestions for how young people can form families and rediscover 

the meaning of life through family 

 

  - Examination of the characteristics of modern views on love and family shaped by 

shifting societal values, identification of the hidden issues and underlying causes, 

and reflection on the Church's efforts to console and help young people overcome 

economic and social hardships 

  - Rediscovery of the inherent human longing for love and an awakening of desire for 

true love and holy families through models and testimonies of the Christian vision 

of family  
  

[2-3: Ecology] 

 

 - Together with the young Catholics around the world, we reflect on the root causes of 

the global climate crisis and the collective efforts humanity must make to overcome 

it. Furthermore, we proclaim and practice authentic ecological values and the need 

for transformation of human attitudes toward the environment.   

 

① Reflect: Contemplate the crises facing the human community due to today's 

environmental problems and their underlying causes, while considering how 



to form a new relationship between God, humanity, and nature-known as 

"ecological conversion"-and explore concrete ways to protect our common 

home, the Earth 

 

② Witness: Since both the preparatory phase and WYD itself can serve as a powerful 

Gospel witness to the care of our common home, we seek to shape World 

Youth Day with ecological spirituality and proclaim its value to the world 

 

③ Yield: Recognition that ecological issues cannot be resolved by individual efforts alone 

but must be practiced by all humanity and a proclamation of an integral 

ecology that seeks to overcome the societal problems, structural 

contradictions, and inequalities that give rise to ecological crises based on a 

universal awareness of ecological spirituality 

 

  - Objective diagnosis of the ecological issues unfolding in modern society, along with 

the resulting suffering and harm experienced by humanity 

  - Proclamation and education on the Church's continuously practiced teachings, which 

reveal that ecological problems, while societal in nature, also need individual 

commitment to be resolved, as well as cultivation of the will to put these teachings 

into practice 

  -  Promotion and practice of collective efforts to preserve the environment and 

confront the seriousness of environmental issues before, during, and after WYD 
  



3) Core Value 3 - Peace 

    

May 2025 be a year in which peace flourishes! A true and lasting peace that 

goes beyond quibbling over the details of agreements and human 

compromises. May we seek the true peace that is granted by God to hearts 

disarmed: hearts not set on calculating what is mine and what is yours; hearts 

that turn selfishness into readiness to reach out to others; hearts that see 

themselves as indebted to God and thus prepared to forgive the debts that 

oppress others; hearts that replace anxiety about the future with the hope that 

every individual can be a resource for the building of a better world. 

Disarming hearts is a job for everyone, great and small, rich and poor alike. At 

times, something quite simple will do, such as “a smile, a small gesture of 

friendship, a kind look, a ready ear, a good deed”. With such gestures, we 

progress towards the goal of peace. We will arrive all the more quickly if, in 

the course of journeying alongside our brothers and sisters, we discover that 

we have changed from the time we first set out. Peace does not only come 

with the end of wars but with the dawn of a new world, a world in which we 

realize that we are different, closer and more fraternal than we ever thought 

possible.  

(Pope Francis, Message for the 58th World Day of Peace) 

 

To pursue truth and respect and promote human life, we also need true peace. As the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church states, peace does not simply mean the absence of war, 

nor is it limited to maintaining a balance of powers between hostile nations or groups 

(2304). Without the guarantee and protection of the common good among people, free 

communication, the respect for the dignity of individuals and peoples, and fraternal love 

rooted in universal human solidarity, peace cannot be achieved in the world (CCC, 2304). 

To this end, WYD Seoul 2027 seeks to reflect on and practice attitudes that renounce all 

forms of violence and ruthless actions and that respect human rights and duties in light of 

the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, who revealed the true meaning of peace on the cross. 

Furthermore, in order to realize the true fraternity and social solidarity urged by Pope 

Francis in his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, we seek to actively explore methods of building of 

peace by accompanying the poor and suffering, especially the young people exposed to 

various forms of modern violence, with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 



Therefore, the third core value is peace, with the supporting themes being reconciliation, 

justice, and the common good. The following section explains the supporting themes of 

this value.  

 

[Motto] Peace confronts all forms of violence 

“The Courage to Achieve Peace”  

 

[3-1: Reconciliation]   

 

    - The ongoing conflicts between Israel and the Middle East, the war between Russia 

and Ukraine, immigration issues, racial discrimination, and silent disputes between 

nations arising from trade and diplomacy, as well as the conflict on the Korean 

Peninsula, a divided nation, can be described as entrenched conflicts that transcend 

generations. We seek to contemplate the reality of the Korean Peninsula, where 

these conflicts are clearly evident, and actualize concrete aspirations and actions for 

not only the reconciliation of one nation but also for peace and reconciliation 

throughout the world.  

 

① Reflect: Ponder various aspects of how to pursue peace on the Korean Peninsula, 

which is caught in entrenched conflicts, further reflect on the roots of social 

conflicts caused by ideology and special interests, and explore the meaning 

of evangelical peace and methods to overcome conflict 

 

② Witness: Seek concrete, practical solutions to address the suffering of those affected 

by war and explore specific ways to witness to evangelical peace in everyday 

life by overcoming all forms of conflict 

 

③ Yield: Recognition of the real pain and difficulties faced by North Korean defectors 

and refugees, as well as concrete plans to walk alongside them 

 

[3-2: Justice] 

 

   - Reconciliation is not something only to be achieved in relations between nations, 

but must be practiced in society where people suffer from various forms of deep-

rooted injustice, absurdities, crime, and violence. Therefore, we seek to reflect on the 



political, economic, and social structures that enable injustices and undermine 

human dignity, while proclaiming and bearing witness to the true meaning of justice 

as revealed in the teachings of Jesus Christ expressed in the language and context 

of our time. 

 

① Reflect: Reflect on the various forms of injustice that young people face today, their 

causes, and their roots, while reflecting on the Gospel principles and criteria 

for judgment necessary to realize and promote human dignity 

 

② Witness: Ponder what constitutes a Gospel witness that can overcome various forms 

of injustice and explore practical methods to concretely realize it 

 

③ Yield: Accompaniment of young people who are experiencing various forms of violence 

(kidnapping, exploitation, organized crime, human trafficking, sexual abuse, 

political indoctrination, extreme poverty that violates basic human rights, etc.), 

especially young people suffering as immigrants and refugees 

 

[3-3: Common Good] 

 

- The Catholic Church develops and actualizes communal efforts that enable human 

beings to live fully in the dignity they have received from God. Here, the common 

good does not simply mean the sharing of material goods within a community. Rather, 

the common good is a concept that includes spiritual and moral dimensions, ranging 

from respect for the rights and duties of individuals to the development and fulfillment 

of all humanity. Therefore, the "common good does not consist in the simple sum of 

the particular goods of each subject of a social entity. Belonging to everyone and to 

each person, it is and remains “common”, because it is indivisible and because only 

together is it possible to attain it, increase it and safeguard its effectiveness, with 

regard also to the future (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church, 

164). There are many areas where the common good is needed, but WYD Seoul 2027 

will pay special attention to today's rapidly changing digital world. We will examine all 

forms of discrimination, exclusion, manipulation, and exploitation that occur online and 

witness to and proclaim the evangelical values necessary for technological progress 

and a digital culture that aims for the common good. 

 



① Reflect: Deliberate on the meaning of “sharing life together” today, that is, on the 

communal dimension of humanity, especially on the causes and roots of social 

and psychological evils that hinder the realization of human fraternity and 

social solidarity 

② Witness: Practice fraternal love and social solidarity in our respective places of life, 

especially by seeking concrete ways to confront manipulation, exploitation, 

and violence in the digital world, and accompany young people who suffer 

online so that they may come to live a full life 

③ Yield: Discovery of ways to overcome the dangers hidden in rapid technological 

progress through true fraternity and social solidarity as well as proclamation 

and demonstration of these ways in the lives of young people 

 

  - Increase of awareness of social injustice and the need for peace through knowledge 

of Korea's unique division and other international conflicts 

  - Declaration of the value and meaning of justice by addressing not just the division 

of the Korean Peninsula but all forms of conflict deeply rooted in society 
  



2.2. Embodying Spiritual Values Through Synodal Conversion 

 

After Pope Francis announced at the WYD Lisbon 2023 Missioning Mass that Seoul would 

be the next host city, many young people in Korea—especially those inspired by WYD and 

hopeful for a more synodal Church—began a deep and ongoing reflection. Their goal has 

been to renew youth and young adult ministry within the Korean Catholic Church from the 

perspective of the young people themselves. The young people who gathered under the 

Preliminary Research Team identified four key aspects to guide both the renewal of young 

people as active and passionate members of the Church and the Church’s commitment to 

accompanying them—not only throughout the preparation for WYD, but also beyond 2027. 

These four aspects are based on the remarks made by Archbishop Peter Soon-Taick Chung, 

the Ordinary of Seoul and President of the WYD 2027 Seoul LOC, at the International Youth 

Pastoral Congress (May 23-25, 2024) held in Rome, which was also the first international 

preparatory meeting for WYD 2027 Seoul. The Church envisioned in the reflections of these 

young people embodies the renewed identity and posture that are essential to live out the 

three core spiritual values and nine supporting themes mentioned above. A summary of 

their proposal is as follows.   

 

1) A Festival of Encounter 

 

WYD Seoul 2027 is a festival of encounter. It is a place where young people encounter 

one another, the Church community, the Pope—and above all, God—in joy.  The 

encounter between young people and all the members of the Church is in line with the 

Catholic value of universality and expresses the spirit of the synod, a path of walking 

together. WYD Seoul 2027 is pursuing encounters based on this synodal attitude, beginning 

with our preparation. This will lead to a revival of youth ministry in the Church in Korea, 

which has been in decline.  

 

2) A Mission Field  

 

South Korea is the first country to host WYD in a traditionally non-Christian culture, and 

the second Asian country to host WYD after the Philippines. The peaceful coexistence of 

various religions in South Korea is in line with God's desire for unity in diversity. Since the 

young people who are the protagonists of WYD are open to communicating and dialoging 

with peoples of all faiths, the open hearts of young people in Seoul, South Korea, where 



various religions coexist, will create interfaith and intercultural dialogue and harmony.  

The journey to WYD in South Korea is also an opportunity to address the widespread 

distrust and disappointment in religion. This distrust is due to the fact that religions, 

including Catholicism, fail to demonstrate the positive values of religion to non-religious 

people. Therefore, through the journey of WYD Seoul 2027, the Catholic Church in Korea 

can show how it listens to and embraces the voices of young people and the vulnerable, 

and how it shares a message of hope. In doing so, it may help transform the negative 

perceptions held by non-religious people and invite them to encounter the merciful love 

of God and the beauty of the Gospel.  

 

3) A Pilgrimage of Hope 

 

WYD Seoul 2027 is significant in that it continues the spirit of Jubilee 2025. The Jubilee 

is celebrated between WYD Lisbon 2023 and WYD Seoul 2027, which means we celebrate 

it while preparing for the next WYD. In his 2025 bull proclaiming the Jubilee Year, Pope 

Francis emphasized that the role of the Catholic Church today is to read the signs of the 

times and discern the Lord’s will—namely, hope—amid the challenges of our age. He 

stated, “In addition to finding hope in God’s grace, we are also called to discover hope in 

the signs of the times that the Lord gives us” (Spes Non Confundit, 7). The late Holy Father 

also desired that the Jubilee and WYD "will help many of the young, including those who 

are not ordinarily churchgoers, to encounter Jesus, and to hear the Gospel’s message of 

hope" (Pope Francis, “Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to Participants in the 

International Congress on Youth Ministry of the Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life,” 

May 25, 2024). We pray that the Jubilee and WYD become occasions for an ongoing 

personal encounter with Jesus in the lives of young people. To do so, the Catholic Church 

must be a companion that genuinely empathizes with the pain of young people, listens 

attentively, and invites them into a space where, through solidarity, they can heal one 

another in God.  

WYD Seoul 2027 will be a pilgrimage of hope, reminding young people that they are not 

alone—that other young people, adult believers, the Church, and God are all by their side. 

It will pass on and preserve the spark of hope inflamed by the Jubilee. 

 

4) A Pastoral Journey Toward a Young Church 

 

One of the fruits of WYD is the renewal of the Catholic Church as a young Church. This 



refers to a Church where the young generation, endowed with the youth and vitality of 

Jesus Christ, and mature adults who strive to live out the youth of Christ, work together. 

WYD Seoul 2027 can therefore be seen as "the most dramatic moment" for the Church 

in Korea to return to God's love. "Youth is more than simply a period of time; it is a state 

of mind. That is why an institution as ancient as the Church can experience renewal and a 

return to youth at different points in her age-old history. Indeed, at the most dramatic 

moments of her history, she feels called to return with all her heart to her first love." 

(Christus Vivit, 34). To this end, WYD will be an opportunity to bring youthful vitality to the 

Church and serve as a catalyst for creating a young Church.  
  

  



3. Preparatory Activities According to Spiritual Values  

 

3.1. Activities for WYD 

 

  3.1.1. Pilgrimage of WYD Symbols – WYD Cross and Icon 

 

 
WYD Cross and Icon enshrined at Myeongdong Cathedral  

 

WYD always involves two symbols: the WYD Cross and the Icon of the Virgin Mary. 

In 1983, at the conclusion of the Holy Year of the Redemption, St. John Paul II handed 

the 3.8-meter-tall wooden cross, which had been the symbol of the Holy Year, to the youth. 

Since then, this WYD Cross has journeyed not only through the successive host cities but 

also to various places throughout the host continent and other regions, spreading the good 

news of human salvation through Christ’s death and resurrection and conveying the Lord’s 

love and hope for the future to the world. 

The WYD Icon is a copy of the Salus Populi Romani Icon and was presented to the youth 

by Saint John Paul II in Rome in 2000. The Pope wished to remind young people living in 

difficult circumstances that they are never alone. Just as Jesus entrusted John to the Virgin 

at the cross, the youth can rely on Mary. Since then, this Icon has always accompanied the 



WYD Cross on its pilgrimage.  

The two symbols were handed over to the Korean delegation on November 24, 2024, at 

a ceremony held in the Vatican and the youth of the Archdiocese of Seoul joyfully 

welcomed them through the WYD Cross and Icon Welcoming Event held at Myeongdong 

Cathedral on November 29. Afterward, the two symbols journeyed through the dioceses of 

Incheon, Daegu, and Suwon before embarking on their international pilgrimage. 

 

1) International Pilgrimage (2025-2026.01) 

 

The WYD Cross and Icon will tour overseas throughout 2025. The pilgrimage of the 

symbols usually takes place within the continent of the host country, so this time it will be 

in Asia. The stops on the pilgrimage include Bangladesh, Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, 

Timor-Leste, Thailand, Indonesia, and Australia. As it has been 32 years since WYD Manila 

1995 in the Philippines, and because the majority of the population in Asian countries 

adheres to other religions such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, or Shinto, this Asian 

pilgrimage of the WYD Symbols holds a great significance. 

 

2) Korean Pilgrimage (2026.02-2027.05) 

 

After the international pilgrimage, the Korean pilgrimage will take place starting February 

2026. The WYD Symbols will tour 15 dioceses, excluding the Archdiocese of Seoul, at a rate 

of one diocese per month, conveying hope and love to support each diocese in their 

preparations for Days in the Dioceses. Finally, in June 2027, the WYD Cross and Icon will 

return to the Archdiocese of Seoul and tour the 19 vicariates before the main event. 

 

 
The Way of the Cross during the WYD Cross and Icon Welcoming Event 

  



  3.1.2. Development of WYD Spiritual Values 

 

1) Youth Perception Baseline Survey (2025) 

 

 
 

As mentioned in the Archbishop's foreword, the courage within the theme given by Pope 

Francis, "Take courage! I have overcome the world" (John 16:33), is shown concretely in 

three different ways. First, it is shown in the courage of young people who personally 

encounter Jesus, the unique and true Truth, and then continuously seek truth while fighting 

against all falsehoods. Second, there is the courage to put the infinite love of Jesus, 

experienced by knowing Him, into practice for God and neighbor. Finally, through this 

encounter of Truth and Love, we are given the courage to proclaim to the world the true 

peace that can only be received from Christ. Fostering these spiritual values is essential on 

the journey to WYD Seoul 2027. Research, in particular, is needed to help young Koreans 

participate more deeply in the WYD journey and bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit. To this 

end, a youth perception baseline survey is being conducted, created by expert researchers 

within the Church, to understand the lives of young Koreans from intrinsic, relational, 

structural, and transcendental-spiritual dimensions and to analyze their specific difficulties 

and dreams. Research design, planning, and the survey itself are conducted in the first half 

of the year, and analysis and research presentations based on these will take place in the 



second half. 

 

2) Youth Academic Festival (2026) 

 
Planning meeting of preparatory volunteers 

 

A self-organized youth academic festival is also being prepared. Young people, mainly from 

the WYD Seoul 2027 Spirituality Team, will use the results of the youth perception baseline 

survey to conduct their own research and host a symposium to embody the values and 

spirituality of WYD. This symposium is scheduled to be held at the end of 2025 or the 

beginning of 2026. 

 

 3.1.3. WYD Catechesis 

 

 
Training for preparatory volunteers 

 



WYD began with the aim of ministering to young people. In fact, past WYDs have been 

excellently utilized as tools for young adult ministry and catechesis. We, too, can renew 

youth ministry through WYD Seoul 2027, and with it, the Korean Church can be reborn as 

a young and vibrant community. In this context, catechesis for young people must take 

place not only during the three days of catechesis led by the bishops during WYD but also 

throughout the three-year preparatory period. The Church document that forms the basis 

of this catechesis is Christus Vivit, published by Pope Francis on April 2, 2019. This 

document is both the post-synodal apostolic exhortation following the Ordinary General 

Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme of young people in 2018 and a letter from 

the Pope to the young people of this world and the entire People of God. It presents the 

Christian meaning of youth and being young, helps us understand young people today, 

and proclaims God's love and the hope of salvation through Christ directly to young people. 

Furthermore, this document guides the direction of youth ministry in the Church and asks 

us to help young people encounter God to hear and discern His call. The LOC intends to 

present the spiritual vision of WYD Seoul 2027—truth, love, and peace—to young people 

through catechesis and volunteer training based on Christus Vivit, and to lead young people 

to maturity through the internalization of these spiritual values. 

 

 

A. Bgqhrst r Uhuhs Workbook 
 

The WYD Seoul 2027 LOC trained the first group of 240 

preparatory volunteers in 2024 based on the apostolic 

exhortation Christus Vivit. Using this experience, we have 

developed a workbook that can be used for youth ministry 

and volunteer training in dioceses, vicariates, and parishes with 

plans to distribute it sometime in 2025. We will use this 

workbook to train the second group of preparatory volunteers 

in 2025, and we are encouraging each parish to use it to train 

WYD volunteers and minister to young people. We also plan 

to translate it into the official languages of WYD (English, 

Spanish, French, etc.) and will use it to train volunteers who 

do not speak Korean.  

 

 

 



 

B. Bgqhrst r Uhuhs Audiobook 

 

Recording the audiobook at the Catholic Publishing House studio 

 

The LOC will publish a Korean audiobook in 2025, recorded with young people and 

helped by volunteers from a group of Catholic voice actors. WYD Seoul 2027 is working 

on the audiobook to help young people easily access the Pope's document and, above all, 

to enable young people with disabilities to read the document together with others. 

Through this, we aim to embody the value of the common good concretely in our 

catechesis to achieve peace. 
 

  3.1.4. WYD Liturgical Ministry 

 

WYD is a large-scale event, big enough to be listed in the Guinness Book of World 

Records. Moreover, WYD Seoul 2027 is also the first WYD to be held in a non-Christian 

country. The efforts of the LOC and the believers are important, but above all, we must 

pray that the Holy Spirit will lead us on this journey and prepare in a way that is pleasing 

to God, asking for the intercession of Mary and the saints. To this end, the LOC is 

encouraging people to pray, whether with the prayer for preparation for WYD Seoul 2027, 

the 200 Million Rosary Movement, or a Day of Prayer. Offering prayers is in itself one way 

to participate deeply in WYD, as faith is an essential element for seeking the truth of God. 



 

1) Prayer for the Youth- Prayer for the preparation of World Youth Day Seoul 2027 

 

The LOC has written a prayer for the preparation of WYD Seoul 2027 and received 

ecclesiastical approval from Archbishop Chung on January 23, 2024. It is offered daily by 

the LOC and is the opening or closing prayer at all meetings regarding WYD preparation. 

Each parish is also offering this Prayer for the Youth as a prayer before or after the Youth 

Mass on Sundays. Beginning in 2026, all parishes within the Archdiocese will recite it before 

or after every Mass. 

 

2) 200 Million Rosary Movement (From 2024 on) 

The LOC began promoting the 200 Million Rosary Movement in the Archdiocese of Seoul 

on February 11, 2024, targeting all parishes, institutions, and religious orders in the 

Archdiocese. We also encourage everyone praying to recite the Prayer for the Youth after 

the rosary. All these rosaries being offered in Seoul are collected through the official WYD 

Seoul 2027 website (https://wydseoul.org). As of the end of March 2025, approximately 26 

million rosaries have been offered. Starting in March 2025, the Diocese of Suwon and the 

Archdiocese of Daegu also decided to participate in the 200 Million Rosary Movement. 

WYD Seoul 2027 is an event that the entire Church in Korea must prepare for by praying 

with the Blessed Mother. We hope to expand the movement to other dioceses in Korea 

and eventually internationally in the future. 

 

3) Day of Prayer for WYD Seoul 2027 (2025.1-2027.8) 

 

Archbishop Peter Soon-taick Chung, the president of the LOC, has designated the fourth 

Sunday of every month within the Archdiocese of Seoul as a Day of Prayer for WYD. Each 

parish will offer one Mass on the fourth Sunday of every month with the intention for the 

successful hosting of WYD Seoul 2027. In addition, the last Prayers of the Faithful of that 

Mass will be a prayer written directly by young people based on the prayer intention of 

the archbishop and reviewed by the LOC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[2025] For all young people of Korea 

Jan. For all young people of the land  

Feb. 
For the young people heading back to school or taking their 

first steps into the workforce 

The month 

before the new 

semester 

March 
For diocesan and parish communities that welcome and 

accompany young people  

Jubilee of 

Pastoral 

Councils 

April 
For the young people who care about our common home, 

the Earth 
Arbor Day/Easter 

May For young people with disabilities 

Jubilee of 

People with 

Disabilities 

June For the Church in North Korea and young North Koreans 
80 years of 

division 

July 
For the youth of the diocese on the occasion of the Jubilee 

of Youth 

Jubilee of 

Youth 

Aug. For young people who have fallen into despair 
Jubilee of 

Pilgrims 

Sept. For all those who accompany young people in their growth  

Oct. 
For young people facing college admissions and career 

choices  

Month before 

the CSAT 

Nov. For all young people who have passed away 
The Holy Souls 
in Purgatory 

Dec. For all young people preparing for marriage 
Feast of the 
Holy Family 

  
 

[2026] For all the young people in the world  

Jan. For all young people suffering from violence 

Feb. For all marginalized young people facing exclusion due to economic reasons 

March For all young people influenced by distorted secular ideologies 

April For all young people experiencing hardship due to war  



May 
For all young people striving to uphold the sanctity of life amidst abortion and 

issues arising from sexual identity 

June For all young people working for harmony between generations  

July For all young people navigating life in the digital age  

Aug. For young immigrants and refugees  

Sept. For young people to accurately discern their vocation 

Oct. For all young people who bear witness to the Gospel 

Nov. For all young people discriminated against due to religion or race 

Dec. 
For all young people wounded by crime who are seeking the grace to 

overcome it 

 

 

For the success of WYD Seoul 2027 

Jan. For a Church that welcomes and loves young people 

Feb. For Korean society as it prepares for WYD 

March For the government agencies and social organizations collaborating on WYD 

April For the local communities (vicariates, parishes) preparing for WYD 

May For all the young Koreans preparing for WYD 

June For all the volunteers of WYD 

July 
For all the young people around the world preparing for their pilgrimage to 

WYD 

 
   

  3.1.5. Cultural and Artistic Ministry 
 

The WYD Seoul 2027 LOC will make cultural and artistic events a place of fellowship so 

this WYD can be a festival of encounters. Furthermore, it aims to use these events as an 

opportunity to discover, nurture, and support young Catholic artists. These events will not 

only facilitate fellowship between young people but be places of evangelization. Truth, love, 

and peace will be presented, explored, and shared with young people in a more accessible 

way. 

 

 

 



1) WYD Seoul 2027 Theme Song Contest 

 

 
Koreans cheering at the closing Mass of WYD Lisbon 2023 when Seoul, South Korea was announced as the 

next host city 

 

The LOC, along with the Catholic Peace Broadcasting Corporation, will sponsor a contest 

to find an original song (lyrics and composition) that captures the meaning and theme of 

WYD Seoul 2027. The contest is open to young people around the world and anyone can 

participate regardless of religion, region, or country. There is also no restriction with regard 

to genre. The selection criteria considers not only the content but also artistic merit, 

popularity, ease of translation into multiple languages, potential for choreography, ease of 

singing, and compatibility with choral arrangements. After the LOC conducts the initial 

screening, the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life (DLFL), the Vatican dicastery in charge of 

WYD, will give the final approval. We are hoping to promote the contest during the Jubilee 

of Youth in Rome. Please refer to the official WYD website for detailed entry instructions.   

 

2) WYD Seoul 2027 Theme Exhibition 

 

Every year, Gallery 1898 hosts the Gallery 1898 Young Sacred Artists Contest and provides 

the winning artists with the opportunity to participate in the winners' exhibition held in 

July. In collaboration with Gallery 1898, the LOC has organized this exhibition as a 



meditation on the theme of WYD Seoul 2027: “Take courage! I 

have overcome the world” (John 16:33). In 2026, we plan on 

holding an exhibition based on the values of WYD Seoul 2027: 

truth, love, and peace. 

 

3) Concerts and Plays for Promoting WYD 

 

Concerts and plays are excellent venues for gathering young people together, sharing 

the bonds of faith, and evangelizing. In fact, during WYD, the Youth Festival will take place 

across different areas throughout Seoul, featuring young cultural and artistic groups from 

around the world. As a lead-up to the Youth 

Festival, various cultural and artistic 

programs are scheduled, including concerts 

and plays planned for the winter of 2025. 

On December 23, 2025, a performance of 

Bach's Christmas Oratorio will be held at 

Hyehwa-dong Church, offering a reflection 

on the mystery and joy of Christmas and 

serving as a prayer for the successful 

hosting of World Youth Day. In addition, as 

part of the annual Christmas Fest held 

around Myeongdong Cathedral, a play 

centered on the theme of young people's faith is scheduled to be performed on December 

24–25 at the Myeongdong Familia Chapel. 

 

3.1.6. WYD Preparation Volunteers 

 

WYD is a pilgrimage journey in which young people take the initiative to plan, execute, 

and participate. The number of pilgrims is expected to be very large, and to support them 

effectively, a similarly large number of volunteers will be needed across various fields—

such as planning, finance, IT, and translation—and at multiple levels, including the LOC, 

regional, vicariate, and parish levels. 

 

The LOC trained approximately 40 members in the Preliminary Research Team in the first 

half of 2024 and about 220 preparation volunteers in the second half of the year. We have 

continued recruiting and training volunteers, with a goal of 150 volunteers in each half of 

 

A child decorating a Christmas tree during 

the Christmas Fest (Photo provided by CPBC) 



2025. These volunteers will mainly work in the Local Organizing Committee and will directly 

plan, prepare, and execute the activities mentioned in this booklet and then the actual 

WYD in 2027. 

 

 
Mass to Celebrate Completion of Formation of WYD Seoul 2027 Preparation Volunteers 

(2024.12.13, photo provided by CPBC) 

 

The basic training for these volunteers, who were accompanied by clergy and religious, 

involved reading the apostolic exhortation Christus Vivit and engaging in prayer and 

conversation in the Spirit as developed during the synod. Through this process, volunteers 

gained a deeper understanding of youth ministry as well as a deeper understanding of 

World Youth Day. 

 

To support basic volunteer training not only at the LOC level but also at the parish level, 

the LOC has developed the Christus Vivit Workbook as a key training tool. This workbook 

contains the experiences and spiritual fruits gained from the volunteer training in 2024. It 

is intended for use in parishes as a supplementary resource for volunteer training sessions, 

with the apostolic exhortation Christus Vivit serving as the primary text. Volunteers trained 

in this way will serve as volunteers at the parish, vicariate, or regional level. 
  



3.2. Preparation Activities - Following the Spiritual Values 

   

Theme 1 - [Truth] 

[Faith]  

  

 1) Vicariate Mass with the General Coordinator of WYD Seoul 2027, Bishop Lee 
 

 
 

Auxiliary Bishop Paul Kyung Sang Lee, the General Coordinator of WYD Seoul 2027, 

traveled around the vicariates and celebrated Masses with the young people. In preparation 

for WYD, Bishop Lee went out to young Catholics to listen to them and understand their 

lives, as well as to pray with them. Over the past seven months, nearly 6,000 young people 

from 19 vicariates have had the opportunity to pray, share stories, and fellowship with 

Bishop Lee.  

 

 When: Oct. 2024 - April 2025 (7 months)   

 Where: Vicariate churches in the archdiocese (19 in total) 

 What: Mass, conversation with the Bishop, fellowship meal 

 Organizer: Youth Office of Archdiocese of Seoul  

 

 

 



 

 

  2) Jubilee of Youth 1004 Project 

 

 
Pope Francis invited young people from all over the world to Rome as pilgrims of hope 

for the Jubilee of Youth in celebration of the Jubilee Year 2025. In response, the Archdiocese 

of Seoul has a goal that 1004 young people will participate in the Jubilee of Youth. Hence 

the name 1004 Project. 

 

 When: July 27 - Aug. 4, 2025 (Jubilee of Youth: July 28 - Aug. 3) 

 Where: Rome, Italy (Send-off Mass: July 19, Dongsung High School Chapel) 

 Who: Teenagers and young adults (ages 15-35) from the Archdiocese of Seoul 

 Organizer: Youth Office of Archdiocese of Seoul 
  

 

 
 



 

   3) WYD Youth Training Program  

 

 
Conversation in the Spirit during the first Youth Training Program (2025.03.30) 

 

For WYD to run smoothly, the young people of 

Archdiocese of Seoul have to understand what it is. To 

educate them, we are organizing a WYD Youth Training 

Program for parishioners. This program provides a 

better understanding of WYD and introduces 

conversation in the Spirit as a spiritual activity to 

prepare for WYD. This will help young people build their 

spiritual capacity to listen and understand one another 

in the Holy Spirit and guide them to participate as WYD 

volunteers. 
  

 When: March - December 2025 / 9 times in total 

 Where: St. Imbert Retreat Center 

 Who: Young people from 19-39 years old 

 Organizer: Event Team 1 of the LOC Planning Office 

 

  



   4) 24 Hours for the Lord - Examination of Conscience, Confession, and Benediction 

of the Most Blessed Sacrament  
 

In March 2020, Pope Francis called for an annual 

celebration of “24 Hours for the Lord” on the Friday 

and Saturday leading up to the Fourth Week of Lent. 

Dioceses around the world are invited to keep their 

churches open for 24 hours, beckoning the faithful 

to pray and participate in the sacrament of 

reconciliation. Following this tradition, the LOC 

hosted 24 Hours for the Lord to help many young 

Catholics encounter the Lord anew and reconcile 

with Him during Lent. It included an examination of 

conscience with confession, followed by Benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament.  
  

 Schedule: Part 1- Eucharistic Adoration and 

examination of conscience  

          Part 2- Confession, Part 3- Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

  When: March 28, 2025 (Fri) 19:00-21:30 

 Where: Myeongdong Cathedral 

 Organizer: Liturgy Team/Culture and Arts Team of the LOC Planning Office 

 

    
 

  5) A Night with Mary and Fellowship Meal 

 

 



 

In honor of the month of May, over 240 WYD volunteers came together to spend some 

time with Mary. For over a year, WYD preparation volunteers have been working in teams 

to prepare for WYD Seoul 2027 and the events leading up to it. For the night with Mary, 

we gather together for a time of prayer, fellowship, and celebration with the volunteers.  
  

 When: May 24, 2025 (Sat) 16:00-20:00  

 Where: Spirituality Center grounds in Myeongdong  

 Organizer: LOC priests, Liturgy Team of the LOC Planning Office, volunteers from 

the LOC Pastoral Office 

 

  6) An Encounter of Faith and Culture- Journey to Knowledge lecture 

 

  In preparation for WYD Seoul 2027, we will select topics that resonate with young people 

and offer opportunities to explore and deepen their understanding of faith through the 

humanities and diverse cultural perspectives. Prominent figures from Korean society will be 

invited to deliver lectures, participate in Q&A sessions, and engage in meaningful dialogue 

to further enrich the conversation. Lectures will cover topics such as Christian spirituality in 

the modern world, the Bible, science from the perspective of faith, Christian ethics in AI, 

various youth issues, human rights, and more.  

 

 When: First Saturday evening of odd-numbered month, beginning in September 

2025 (once a month) 

  
Lecture by Fr. Benanti, an AI expert (Photo provided by Culture and Communications 

Department of Archdiocese of Seoul) 



 Where: Father Coste Hall, Myeongdong Cathedral 

 Organizer: Strategy Team of the LOC Planning Office 

 

[Martyrdom] 

 

   1) September Pilgrimage (Martyrs’ Memorial and Intercessory Mass for WYD)  

 

For the Jubilee Year 2025, young people will embark on Seoul Pilgrimage Route 3 this 

September, the month dedicated to the Korean martyrs. This pilgrimage is organized by 

the Martyrs Exaltation Committee under the guidance of Archbishop Peter Soon-taick 

Chung, Archbishop of Seoul. Young people will walk in silence along the Hangang River 

from Saenamteo Martyrs’ Shrine to Jeoldusan Martyrs’ Shrine, reflecting on the lives and 

faith of the martyrs. Finally, gathered at Jeoldusan Martyrs’ Shrine, they will come together 

in unity to celebrate a Mass that will inspire and empower them to become true witnesses 

of the Gospel to their peers around the world, carrying forward the legacy of the martyrs 

through WYD Seoul 2027.  

 

 When: Sept. 27, 2025 (Sat) 14:00-18:00 

  What: Pilgrimage and Mass commemorating the Korean martyrs 

 Where: Saenamteo Martyrs’ Shrine and Jeoldusan Martyrs’ Shrine 

 Organizer: Strategy Team of the LOC Planning Office, Martyrs Exaltation Committee 

of the Archdiocese of Seoul 

 

 

Catholic pilgrimage route map produced by Martyrs Exaltation Committee 



[Mission] 

 

  1) 2025 Youth Festival 
 

We held a youth festival with the theme "Shine, Be 

Happy, and Hope" in May. The festival provided 

young people who have never experienced a World 

Youth Day a glimpse of what to expect at WYD 

Seoul 2027. By recreating the core elements of the 

main WYD events on a smaller scale—including 

WYD spirituality, catechesis, cultural events, 

confession, and Mass—it offered a meaningful 

foretaste of the journey ahead.  

The spiritual values of truth, peace, and love set for 

WYD Seoul 2027 were reflected in the venue and content of the event, providing a place 

for young people to experience a playful yet deep look at the value of living according to 

God's will. In addition, the Church in Korea has declared this year to be the Year of 

Consecrated Life, so we made sure young people who attended the 2025 Youth Festival 

had an opportunity to meet religious brothers and sisters and share a variety of experiences 

with them.  

 

 When: May 10 (Sat) – May 11 (Sun), 2025 

 Where: Catholic University of Korea, Songsin Campus (Truth), Dongsung Middle 

and High School (Peace), Hyehwa-dong street (Love)  

 Organizer: Event Team 2 and 3 of the LOC Planning Office 
 

 



 

  2) WYD Theme Exhibition  

 

 
 

The WYD Seoul 2027 Theme Exhibition will be held at Gallery 1898, featuring the winners 

of the Young Artist Competition, which is held to discover young Catholic artists.  

 

 When: July 4 (Fri) - July 13 (Sun), 2025  

 Where: Exhibition Room 2 of Gallery 1898 

 Organizer: Culture and Arts Team of the LOC Planning Office 

 

3) Concert for Promoting WYD 

 

 
J.S. Bach and the Christmas Oratorio album 



 

To wish for the success of World Youth Day, raise public awareness, and inspire interest 

and participation among young people, we will host a classical music concert dedicated to 

promoting WYD. The concert will convey the spiritual values of the Catholic faith to the 

general public while offering believers a meaningful opportunity to reflect on the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

 

 Theme: J.S. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio 

 When: Dec. 23, 2025 (Tue) 

 Where: Hyehwa-dong Catholic Church 

 Organizer: External Relations Team of the LOC Planning Office 
 

  4) Play for Promoting WYD 
 

To prepare for WYD, we have organized a theatrical 

performance in collaboration with the Catholic Theater 

Association. We hope to use the theater to share the Gospel 

not only with Catholic youth but also with young people in 

general, thereby promoting WYD while also bearing 

missionary fruit.  
 

 Title: The Fourth Wise Man 

 When: Dec. 24 (Wed) - 25 (Thu), 2025  

         During 2025 Christmas Fest 

 Where: Myeongdong Familia Chapel 

 Organizer: External Relations Team of the LOC Planning Office  



Theme 2 - [Love] 

 

[Ecology] 

 

  1) "Breath of Life" Campaign 
 

WYD Seoul 2027 will take up the torch of WYD Panama 

2019 and WYD Lisbon 2023 by following the practical 

proposals to pursue carbon neutrality contained in Pope 

Francis's encyclical “Laudato Si” (2015) and his follow-up 

encyclical “Laudate Deum” (2023). To this end, we are 

collaborating with the Korea Forest Service, the Seoul 

Metropolitan Government, and civic organizations to 

implement a tree-planting campaign. We are also 

planning a campaign encouraging parishes and families 

to participate in environmental initiatives in accordance 

with the Holy Father's intentions. In addition, we plan to 

hold eco-friendly events in 2027 and will prepare various 

lectures and experience booths to raise awareness of environmental issues and encourage 

participation of young people from around the world.  

 

① Planting-Trees Project 
   

Nanjido was designated as a landfill site for 

Seoul in 1978 and accumulated 92 million 

tons of waste over the course of 15 years, 

becoming a mountain of garbage. 

Afterwards, the Seoul Metropolitan 

Government decided to close the landfill 

and develop the area into an ecological 

park. The work of restoring this area 

continues to this day.  

In response, young people preparing for 

WYD are committed to plant trees at World Cup Park under the spiritual theme of 

“redressing the damage caused by human abuse of God’s creation.” 
  

 
Nanjido Landfill (NamuWiki) 



 When: H1 of 2025 to H1 of 2027 (Twice a year) 

                First round - April 26, 2025 13:30-16:30 

 Where: Haneul Park, World Cup Stadium 

 Organizer: Strategy Team of the LOC Planning Office 
 

② Creating a “Path of Peace” and a “Forest of Prayers for Peace” 

 

We plan on planting trees of various symbolic colors to provide a walking trail where 

visitors can reflect on and renew their understanding of what “peace” means today in Nanji 

Hangang Park located near World Cup Park.  We will work with the Seoul Han River 

Headquarters to create the walking trail, which will end with a “Forest of Prayers for Peace” 

expressing the hope that peace will come to the Korean Peninsula and ultimately to the 

entire world as God desires.  

 

 
Nanji Ecological Wetland Center (Seoul Hangang Park website) 

 

 

 

 



③ "Laudato Si" Ecological Spirituality Campaign 
 

We will prepare proposals for ecological spirituality that can be 

implemented within families, parishes, and organizations in the diocese. 

Our goal is to put into practice the ecological spirituality presented in 

“Laudato Si” for an integrated development of humanity. We envision 

a proposal to suggest individual and communal efforts to achieve 

carbon neutrality, such as reducing plastic use and excessive waste 

disposal, as well as various methods of recycling. Volunteers are 

currently studying “Laudato Si” and exploring concrete educational and actionable plans 

for the campaign.  
  



Theme 3 - [Peace] 
 

[Common Good] 
 

  1) Walking to WYD Together in Love 
 

The basic principles of WYD are inclusivity, free of charge, and solidarity. Of these, 

"solidarity" has the goal of helping young people in difficult church communities and 

creating a WYD that brings them together in the common good. The WYD Seoul 2027 LOC 

is sending teams to visit dioceses that are in difficult straits to express solidarity and meet 

with young people there, with the hopes of inviting some of them to attend WYD Seoul 

2027 free of charge.  
Additionally, with the help of the Vatican's Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), we plan to 

connect with Catholic youth from countries unable to participate in WYD due to war, 

political instability, or religious persecution and oppression so that they can join WYD 

online.  

 Planned Visits: Rajshahi Diocese, Bangladesh; Apostolic Prefectures of Battambang 

and Kampong Cham, Cambodia; the Latin Church in Jordan; Apostolic Prefecture of 

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
 Organizer: LOC Global Team  
 

  2) Coal Briquette Volunteering on the World Day of the Poor 
 

 When Pope Francis issued the apostolic letter “Misericordia et Misera” 

(2016), he also proclaimed that the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

would be celebrated as the “World Day of the Poor.” As the diocesan 

World Youth Day falls on the following Sunday, the Solemnity of Christ 

the King, we practice love by understanding the suffering of the poor 

and standing in solidarity with them during 33rd Week of Ordinary 

Time. As such, we will deliver coal briquettes to people in need in 

collaboration with the Nowon Vicariate of the Archdiocese of Seoul.    

 

 When: Nov. 15, 2025 (Sat) 
 Where: Nowon Vicariate 5 - Sanggye-dong  
 Organizers: LOC Planning Office, Nowon Sanggye Comprehensive 

Social Welfare Center 


